Th e ossicular prosthesis is seen through the tympanic membrane under the malleus handle in the right ear.
A 40-year-old woman presented for routine followup. Four years earlier, she had undergone a partial ossicular replacement prosthesis procedure in the right ear. Th e prosthesis had been placed between the malleus handle and stapes head, where it had remained stable.
Otoscopy revealed that the prosthesis was nicely seated below the malleus handle without any dislodgement (fi gure). Th e tympanic membrane was slightly retracted, but there was no sign of extrusion of the prosthesis. Th e air-bone gap in the right ear at 0.5, 1, 2, and 4 kHz was maintained to within 15 dBHL, and the average air-conduction threshold at the same levels was well maintained at 30 dBHL.
Th e presence of an intact malleus handle is one of the reliable predictors of the success of ossiculoplasty. 1, 2 Th e reasons are that (1) an intact malleus handle keeps the prosthesis stable and minimizes migration, and (2) it prevents the prosthesis from extrusion whenever medialization and retraction of the tympanic membrane occurs.
